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Preliminary Assessment Task Notification 
Subject:  Geography 
Name of Task: Task 1- Environmental Impact Statement Field Trip Report (Mt 

Kosciuszko) 
Due Date:    22nd April 2010 
Weighting:   20% 
Word Count: 1000 words minimum 

Outcomes Assessed 
P2 describes the interactions between the four components which define the biophysical environment 
P3 explains how a specific environment functions in terms of biophysical factors 
P9 uses maps, graphs and statistics, photographs and fieldwork to conduct geographical inquiries 
P12 communicates geographical information, ideas and issues using appropriate written, cartographic and graphic forms. 

Submitting Task 
The task is to be: 

·  submitted with a cover sheet that includes SUBJECT NAME, TASK NAME, YOUR NAME, TEACHER’S 
NAME, & CLASS CODE. 

·  either stapled in the left corner or bound (NO DISPLAY FOLDERS or PLASTIC SLEEVES) 
·  submitted into the ASSESSMENT BOX outside the HSIE Staffroom on the second floor of the  S Block before 

8:37 am on the due date above.

Task 
 
A proposal has been put forward by All Saints Constructions Pty Ltd to build a new ski resort in the vicinity of Mt 
Kosciusko.  The ski resort is to have a road built to it from Summit Road and it will have capabilities of housing 500 
guests at one time. During winter months it will be ski resort but from summer it plans to be a location for mountain 
bikers, and horse riders 
 
1) You are to write an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS)��  (1000 word min) that describes and analyses 

the potential impacts the proposed activity would have on the four spheres and on the Snowy Mountains 
Scheme. 

 
You are to base the report on Information you have collected from your trip to Mt Kosciusko and other information 
available. Try to include images, diagrams etc. The rest of the information crucial for this assessment task is located 
in the field trip booklet. 
 
Use the following as a guide for the structure of your report (use as your headings): 

·  Introduction (Description of proposed location and location map.) 
·  Chapter 1.0 Description and analysis of possible impacts on:  

The Atmosphere 
The Hydrosphere 
The Lithosphere 
The Biosphere 

·  Chapter 2.0 Impacts on the Snowy Mountains Scheme. 
·  Chapter 3.0 Conclusion 
·  Reference List 

�� An Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) is a detailed description and analysis of the potential impacts of a proposed activity on the natural environment.  
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Marking Criteria Task 1  
 

Criteria Marks 
·  Identifies  and analyses in detail various impacts on the four biophysical spheres by the proposed ski resort. 

·  Detailed analysis of impacts of proposed ski resort on the utilisation of the Hydrosphere by the Snowy Hydro Scheme 

·  Clear description of proposed area and surrounds.  

·  Effectively Incorporates evidence from fieldwork 

·  Incorporates maps, graphs, data and or diagrams throughout effectively 

·  Extensive use of geographical terminology throughout 

·  Secondary resources referenced effectively. 

·  Achieves word count 

17-20 

·  Identifies and basic analysis of a number of impacts on the four biophysical spheres by the proposed ski resort. 

·  Basic analysis of impacts of proposed ski resort on the utilisation of the Hydrosphere by the Snowy Hydro Scheme 

·  Description of proposed area and surrounds.  

·  Incorporates some evidence from fieldwork 

·  Incorporates some maps, graphs, data and or diagrams t 

·  Use of geographical terminology  

·  Basic  referencing.  

·  Achieves word count 

13-16 

·  Identifies and describe some impacts on the four biophysical spheres by the proposed ski resort. 

·  Identifies a few  impacts of proposed ski resort on the utilisation of the Hydrosphere by the Snowy Hydro Scheme 

·  Basic description of proposed area and surrounds.  

·  Limited use of maps, graphs, data and or diagrams  

·  Basic geographical terminology  

·  limited  referencing 

·  Does not achieve word count marginally 

9-12 

·   Simple location of Kosciuszko Alpine Area 

·  Simple description of biophysical components and processes 

·  Simple description of human impacts 

·  Simple description of Snowy Mountains Hydro Scheme 

·  Does not achieve word count significantly 
 

5-8 

·   Identifies and describes some or all the four biophysical spheres. 

·  Non serious attempt 0-4 

 

/20 
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Information for assessment task  
 
Research proposal  
 
ASC St Mary’s Construction Pty Ltd  has put forward a 
proposal to build a resort in the Alpine Region of the 
Kosciuszko National Park.  
During the winter months the resort will house over 1000 
guests for the ski season and during the summer months, 
when there is no snow, the resort will be a launching ground 
for bush walkers, mountain bikers and with a particular focus 
on horse riders, with a Man from Snowy Mountains Theme.  
The developers plan to: 
·  Build a number of access roads  
·  Build a resort that can cater for 1000 people 
·  Build a stable for the horses during the summer months. 
 
The development plan map overleaf shows the location of the 
proposed building sites. 
 
Your Task  
 
You have been appointed by the Kosciuszko National Park  
and The Snowy Mountains Hydro Commission  to conduct 
an Environmental Impact Statement  on the four biophysical 
spheres by the proposed development. Also, you are to 
analyse potential impacts the development can have on the 
Snowy Mountains Hydro Scheme. 
 
How to collect the Primary Data?  

1. Each time we stop and the tour guide discusses something, locate where 
you are on the topographic map and write a number that corresponds to 
which stop it is (that is 1 for the first stop, 2 for the second and so forth.) 

2. then on the table provided, you are to write  the number of the stop and note 
down possible impacts the proposed development will have on each sphere 
in that area from what the guide says and from your knowledge. 

3. Feel free to add additional locations if you notice something of importance. 
 
That’s it, easy!
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