Research statement, Aims, Objectives, and Hypothesis

1. Topic-The first step is selecting and stating a geographic topic.

The best way is to state what the issue is and then its location.

Example:  Toxic Algal Bloom in Wallis Creek
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2. AIMS. (What do I want to find out? ) 

Aims are concise statement of what you are setting out to achieve.  Aims help with your planning process and gives the reader of your final product an overview of what your research is about.

Aims are usually expressed with VERBS (doing words) such as:

· To investigate…

· To discover…

· To identify…

· To analyse…

· To consider…

· To explain…

· To evaluate…

An example


Topic: 
Toxic algal blooms in Wallis Creek


Aim 1: 
To identify the cause of toxic algal blooms in Wallis Creek


Aim 2: 
To investigate the impact of toxic algal blooms on the ecosystem of Wallis Creek


Aim 3: 
To evaluate the effectiveness of the different strategies used to manage the outbreaks of toxic algal blooms in Wallis Creek

3. Objectives (How am I going to find it out?) 

Objectives are the steps you take to achieve your aims.  These should be closely related to your aims.  They provide the backdrop to the type of methods you are going to use to collect your primary data.

Example from the above Aims.


Objective 1. 
To measure phosphate levels at various sites along Wallis Creek


Objective 2: 
To assess the level of biodiversity at various sites along Wallis creek


Objective 3: 
To survey the different management strategies employed

4. Hypothesis (what do I think I am going to find out?)

Hypothesis’ are theories you are testing. You are making an educated guess of what you think you will find out.

For example

I believe that :

· Phosphate levels will be high due to run off from local farms

· Biodiversity will be lower than previous years as there is a reduction of native species.

· There are little management strategies along Wallis Creek due to limited funding.
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